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LOR-0232-211. No. Lorain2. County 4. Present Name(s)

Orville & Wilbur Wright Laboratory of Physics

5. Historic or Other Name(s)

Orville & Wilbur Wright Laboratory of Physics

3. Location of Negatives O.H.I.O. Resource Cen
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R
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o.

Roll No. Picture No.(s)

7 10, 11

110 North Professor Street
6. Specific Address or Location

0900-075-106-067
6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

Oberlin
7. City or Village If Rural, Township & Vicinity

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

9. U.T.M. Reference

 Quadrangle Name: Oberlin

17  397829 4571954

Zone Easting Northing

10. Classification: Building

11. On National Register?

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist?

15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

16. Thematic Associations:

College, ,

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)

1943

18. Style or Design High Style Yes

ElementsMediterranean,

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)

19. Architect or Engineer

E.J. Schulte

19a. Design Sources

20. Contractor or Builder

21. Building Type or Plan

Other Building Type

22. Original Use, if apparent

College/University, , ,
23. Present Use

College/University, ,

24. Ownership

Oberlin College

Private

25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

110 North Professor
Oberlin, OH 44074

26. Property Acreage 2.07

27. Other Surveys

28. No. of Stories

Two story

29. Basement? Yes

30. Foundation Material
Stone bearing

31. Wall Construction

Stone bearing

32. Roof Type 

Roof Material

Gable

Clay tile

33. No. of Bays 10

34. Exterior Wall Material(s)
Sandstone

35. Plan Shape Rectangular

36. Changes
(Explain in #42)

Yes

37. Window Type(s)
Other,
38. Building Dimensions

39. Endangered?
By What?

40. Chimney Placement

No chimney observed

41. Distance from & Frontage on Road
Approx. 30'

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

43. History and Significance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

46. Prepared By: Petersen, T Reeves, M Surovy O.H.I.O.47. Organization: 48. Date Recorded: 08/05/2003
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IrregularSide Bays

The architect E.J. Schulte built this high style Mediterranean Oberlin College building currently known as the Wilbur & Orville Wright Laboratory of 
Physics or Oberlin College Science Center. The exterior maintains a great deal of its original features; the west elevation is connected to another 
college building. The interior has been remodeled & updated to accommodate the needs of the students & faculty. The front entrance appears to 
retain  continued...

Katharine Wright, the sister of Orville and Wilbur graduated from Oberlin College, but this building is named for her brothers, who received 
honorary degrees from Oberlin College in 1910. When Orville died in 1948, he left 'a hefty sum to the schoolà the donation led to the renaming of 
the physics building,' (Archives). The Orville and Wilbur Wright Laboratory of Physics was originally planned as one part of an integrated science 
complex (Blodgett 35), and the Wright Physics portion of the  continued...

'Oberlin Alumni Magazine,' Summer 2001, vol. 91, p. 1.; Blodgett, Geoffrey, 'Oberlin Architecture, College and Town: A Guide to Social History,' 
Oberlin College, 1985.; City Directories, O.H.I.O Resource Center.; Holsworth, Pat, Oberlin Pioneer Database.; Lorain County Court House, Auditor 
Property  continued...

The building is in very good condition, and is surrounded by other college buildings.
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51. Condition of Property: Excellent 54. Farmstead Plan

52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies

53. Affiliated OAI Site Numbers

Single centered

Recessed

Lateral axis

Repetition of bay arrangement

Door Selection:

Door Position:

Orientation:

Symmetry:

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)

43. History and Significance (Con't)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

45. Sources (Con't)

49. Revised By:

50a. Date Revised:

50b. Reviewed by:

FOR OHPO USE:

RPR Number:

 original interior doors & railings. The facade contains 9 bays; the entry is flanked by 4 bays on each side, with the remaining portion of the facade 
projecting from the building at the far right. Each of the identical bays contains a pair of windows at the 1st & 2nd stories. The top of the 2nd story 
windows feature arches. The sandstone exterior is carved to follow the height of each bay from the first story sills, up & around the arches of the 
windows. The sandstone sills extend beyond the windows, creating a belt course. 3 horizontal "X" patterns are carved below each 2nd story window, 
with a sandstone course running vertically between each X, down to the 1st story window. The ground level windows are fixed & may be 
replacements, as they appear to be vinyl. The 2 basement windows, left of the entry, are louvered. The 1st & 2nd story windows have 2 awning 
windows in their lower halves & a fixed upper sash. A cornice runs below the tile roof & modillions run between the cornice & a 2nd, lower cornice. 
The central bay, has double glass & aluminum doors, with a transom above. A large window above the door features a geometric design. The door & 
window are located within an architrave flanked by colonettes with simple capitals & elaborate carvings above. Modillions run below its entablature; 
stone steps & an iron railing lead to the doors.  Copper sconces flank the entry, with copper gutters & downspouts throughout the building. The 
portion of the facade projecting from the rest of the building, has a 3 windows at each story, & one large arch above the set, rather than following 
each individual window. At the north elevation, the spire in the roof has an exotic/gothic design. (continued...)

 complex was completed in 1943. With this design, all of the disciplines of science would be able to use the same equipment. However, according to 
Blodgett, 'The war, faculty turnover, a change in presidents, and emergency postwar dormitory needs combined to send the integrated science 
complex into limbo. The anomalous red brick wall patches on Wright Laboratory, anticipating future points of connection with other units, survive as 
testimony to the hope,' (Blodgett 34-35). When the new Science Center was completed in 2002, the Wright Physics Lab was connected and is now 
part of the science complex.

 Record, Internet, http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml, Accessed 2003.; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.; Gordon, Stephen C., 'How to 
Complete the Ohio Historic Inventory,' Ohio Historical Society, Columbus, 1992.; McAlester, Virginia and Lee, 'A Field Guide to American Houses,' 
Alfred K. Knopf Inc., New York, 2000.; 'Alumni Register: Graduates and Former Students, Teaching and Administrative Staff, (1833-1960),' Oberlin 
College, 1961.
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