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1.No. | OR-02101-21 4. Present Name(s) Joseph Orbek House g

o)

2.County | orain 5. Historic or Other Name(s) ~ Fisher-Davis-Bennett House B

6. Specific Address or Location 19a. Design Sources 35. Plan Shape PN

233 North Professor Square 39

20. Contractor or Builder 36. Changes associated with 17/17b Dates: | 5" 5
6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number 21 Building Type or Plan 17. Original/Most significant construct <
American foursguare
17b.

0900075110001 22. Original Use, if apparent

7. City or Village Single Dwelling -

I y g Multiple Dwelling 37. Window Type(s) N
Oberlin 9 or more over 1 8 5
9. U.T.M. Reference 23. Present Use Other ® 2

; - — - - @
Quadrangle Name:  Oberlin Single Dwelling gg Suilﬁmg Dimensions S =2
17 397893 4572565 o i
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Zone Easting Northing 24, Ownership _ Private 39. Zﬂd?/\f;ﬁetr:d- NO % z
o o 25. Owner's Name & Address, if known | yt at: ~
10. Classification: Building neglec Iz
Joseph Orbek ]
11. On National Register? NO c 3
40. Chimney Placement % D
- - - Center
13. Part of Established Hist. Dist? NO 26. Property Acreage 0.16
15. Other Designation (NR or Local) 27. Other Surveys 41. Distance from & Frontage on Road
30'
28. No. of Stories 51. Condition of Property:
16. Thematic Associations: One and a half story Deteriorated
Residential ' 29. Basement?  Yes 52. Historic Outbuildings & Dependencies
30. Foundation Material Structure Type
Stone bearing Garage

17. Date(s) or Period 1/b. Alteration Date(s) 31. Wall Construction

ca. 1904 Balloon/western/platform frame Date
18. Style Class and Design historic

No academic style - Vernacular 32. Roof Type Associated Activit

P E— Pyramidal ssociated Activity
Element Queen Anne Roof Material
18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s) Slate

| 33. No. of Bays 3 Side Bays 4 53. Affiliated Inventory Numbers

19. Architect or Engineer 34. Exterior Wall Material(s) Historic (OHI)

Clapboard or weatherboard Archaeological (OAI)

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary) N o
This American Foursquare has elements of Queen Anne style. The full front porch at the west facade has a hip roof, and square lattice %%’
runs below the porch. The porch has square supports that sit on a wood clapboard wall. A pediment at the center of the porch marks the =8
location of the entry. It has progressively smaller triangles set within it, creating a textured decoration. The porch has been enclosed and | o %
has a ribbon of 1/1 double hung windows all around the perimeter of the porch; the two windows flanking the door are slightly narrower § >
than the other windows. Below the porch eaves, the porch once had dentil molding (as evidenced by the marks left on the wood), o %
however, the dentil molding was removed when the house was covered in vinyl siding. The siding was removed in 2007, which revealed 3 §
many of the original features. Cement steps with metal railings lead up to the porch. Within the porch, the door at the center has a2
mullioned windows to its left and right, which are obscured by the enclosed porch. At the second story, two 16/1 windows are double ng
hung. A hip dormer has a window with muntins dividing it into square and rectangular lights, which is slightly continued... 8 8

S

43. History and Significance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

This house has been home to several short and long-term owners, many of whom had connections with nearby Oberlin College. The house
first appeared in Oberlin city directories in 1904. Emma (nee Rowe) and William Fisher lived here with their three children, Martha Ada,
William Rowe, and Frank Cyril, until 1907. The next twenty years mark several shifts in residency. In 1907, Cynthia (nee Bowen) and Dr.
Hensley Rosecrans lived here, along with Marguerite Emily Bowen, presumably a relation, who earned a degree from Oberlin College in
1905. Cynthia was also both an Oberlin College and Conservatory of Music graduate. Between about 1908 and 1910 Mary M. Bellentine
(widow of John Bellentine), lived here with her children Clara and Nancy. In 1916 photographer J. H. Wright and his wife Martha

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

This house is on a residential street, at the corner of Union and North Professor Streets. The house has a historic garage, which has a
shed roof. The exterior of the garage is comprised of drop/novelty wood clapboard and has a single-car door at the right, which is metal.
The doors open at the north elevation of the garage. The left single-car door has been fixed and has a pedestrian door within it, which is
wood. Another pedestrian door is at the west elevation of the garage. The clapboard is continued...

45. Sources of Information

O-High Alumni, Internet, http://www.oberlin-high.org, Accessed December 2010; City Directories, Oberlin Heritage Center Resource Center;
Holsworth, Pat. Oberlin Pioneer Database; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Gordon, Stephen C. 'How to Complete the Ohio Historic
Inventory.' Columbus: Ohio Historical Society, 1992; McAlester, Virginia and Lee. 'A Field Guide to American Houses.' New York: Alfred K.
Knopf Inc., 2000; 'Alumni Register: Graduates and Former Students, Teaching and Administrative continued...
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)

recessed. The north elevation has a projecting box bay at the center, which has decorative, scrolled brackets as support. A window in the
bay has square lights all around the perimeter of its upper sash, as well as vertically down the center of the sash. The bay also has a
steeply-slanted and curved roof, which is comprised of asphalt shingles. Below the bay, a door at the center of the elevation appears to be
original; it has a window in its upper half. A square window is left of the door. Two 1/1 double hung windows are left of the bay and a 1/1
double hung window is also right of the bay. The second story has two 9/1 double hung windows. A hip dormer in the roof has a
slightly-recessed window, which is 12/1 double hung. The south elevation has a 1/16 double hung window at the left of the first story and a
pair of windows in a slightly-projected bay at the right. The bay has an asphalt roof and 1/1 double hung windows. The second story has two
9/1 double hung windows. The shed dormer has a 6-light window.

43. History and Significance (Con't)

were residents. Next, in 1920, Frances Jennie (nee Ryder) and Horton Harvey moved to 233 N. Professor. Their four children had all been
graduates of Oberlin College: Harold, Theodore, Florence, and Helen. Frances graduated from Oberlin College in 1879 and had been a clerk
at the Oberlin College library. In 1920 Robert McEwen, a college professor of zoology, also lived with the Hortons. From 1929 to 1944, Ella
Eleanor (nee Humm) and Bert Davis resided here with their daughter Ruth Eleanor. Bert was an automobile salesman and Ruth later
became a school teacher. In 1944, Mr. Davis was admitted to Allen hospital and passed away due to a short, three week illness. The next
known residents were Marybelle and Paul C. Deevers, who was a teacher at the Oberlin School of Commerce. Opal and Robert W. Bennett
were the next owners and occupants from approximately 1956 until 2004. Robert was a carpenter. The Lorain County Auditor's website
lists a property transfer to Joseph Orbek in 2004 and Mr. Orbeck continues to be the owner and resident of this property.

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

missing at the rear of the garage, revealing the structural wood.

45. Sources (Con't)

Staff, (1833-1960).' Oberlin: Oberlin College, 1961; Lorain County Auditor Property Record, Internet,
http://lwww.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml, Accessed December 2010; 'Bert H. Davis Dies After Brief Iliness,' Oberlin News-Tribune,
July 13, 1944.




