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NR:  Oberlin College thematic nomination

Oberlin

50 North Professor

Victorian Romanesque and

1885-87 1992

Queen Anne

Frank Weary and George Kramer, Akron

Other Building

Oberlin College Classroom Building

Oberlin College Classroom Building

1.451

McQuillin (75)

Stone

Stone Bearing

Gable and Hip
Steep
Composite Shingle

irregular

Stone, Rock-Faced Ashlar

Other

Altered, Substantially

1 over 1 Double-hung, Casement

Three or More Chimneys

No

O.H.I.O.  and H.P.C.

10-14-2000

136 ft. X 142 ft.

Lorain County Courthouse:  Lorain County tax records.   O.H.I.O. Resource Center:  Oberlin Historic Preservation
Commission Files; General Catalogue of Oberlin College, 1908.  Blodgett, Geoffrey "The Meaning of Peters Hall",
Oberlin Alumni Magazine; Fall 1997.

41b.Frontage on road 136 ft.

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (see #52)

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features

43. History and Significance

This three-and-one-half-story building has asymmetrical massing, stone construction, and multiple arches resulting
in a mixture of Queen Anne and Romanesque Styles. The roof consists of a cross gable with hipped corners on the
north and east sides, and a double gable that faces west.  The south side has a two-story semicircular projection
with half-cone roof.  Other roofline asymmetries include an enclosed round, working observation tower with dome
roof, and a narrow cone-roofed, spiral staircase with finial cap, that projects to the third story from the side of the
arched main entrance.   Raised stone carvings accent the main entrance and front facing gable. The cornice has
carved stone brackets above single-paned replacement windows.  (cont.)

One of six buildings added to the campus from 1883 to 1887, Peters Hall was part of a late 19th century campus
transformation.  Like the other buildings of the era, it had its donors, each of whom had an early relationship to the
college and had gone on to wealth in the era’s economic expansion.  The first gift for Peters came from a boyhood
friend of college president James H. Fairchild, Alva Bradley.  It was followed by a gift from Richard Peters, a
Michigan timber baron who had been expelled, with his wife, when they married during his first year of college.
Peters had maintained his relationship with the college through his wife, Evelyn, who was a (cont.)

This building is on North Professor, its rear, or west side, is on Wilder Bowl, an important pedestrian area for the
college.  It is across the street from the open space of Tappan Square.

Education: Parochial/Private: Higher
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued from page 1)

43. History and Significance (Continued from page 1.)
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52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies

Barn Type(s)

53. Affiliated OAI Site Number(s)

Archaeological Feature: Observed Expected on Basis of
  Archival Research

Well

Privy

Cistern

Foundation

Structural Rubble

Formal Trash Dump

Other

54. Farmstead Plan

All windows along the first two stories are one-over-one, double-hung replacements. They are grouped under arches of varying widths on the second and third
story.  A stone belt course runs above the second story.   The interior has a living hall with two-story ash paneled ceiling, large brick fireplace, and twin
staircases that lead to the second floor.  Much of the original ash woodwork of the interior was retained through substantial remodeling.  The building has an
elevator, and recently added handicap access doors, along the south side.  The stairwells have been updated with steel replacements, and a wooden
observation deck is on the rooftop.

temperance leader, and through visits by college faculty to preach in Peters� Congregational Church in Michigan (Blodgett).   Designed by architects Frank
Weary and George Kramer at a cost of $75,000, it was constructed by Messrs. Doerzbach and Decker of Sandusky (OC General Catalogue).  Weary offered
to streamline the building, and at the college's insistence most decorative flourishes were removed from the exterior.  The construction of new buildings was an
expression of Oberlin College's move to modernization with elective coursework, expanded library, lecture style classes, laboratory work, and the new social
sciences.  This building was the college's principal classroom building for years and an important place for students to meet, gather and socialize. The
building, however, was only 16 years old when first targeted for demolition by Cass Gilbert's grand plan for the campus in 1903.  In 1911 College president
King promised Gilbert that the building would be removed when Oberlin had the funds.  That condition saved the building (Blodgett).

Over the years class gifts enhanced the building's interior.  The fireplace was designed by Professor C.H. Churchill and given by the class of 1893.  Other
class gifts included a 1899 stone walk to the street; in 1900 a cast of Parthenon Frieze; in 1901 a drinking fountain and chandelier; in 1902 a portrait of
President Barrows; in 1904 bulletin boards; and in 1907 a candelabra (OC General Catalogue).  In the 1970s the idea of demolition was again proposed as
part of the site planning for Mudd Library, but a storm of protest stopped the demolition.  In 1992 the college recognized that maintenance needs required the
building to be closed and remodeled it with modern heating and air conditioning, disabled access, and some new space arrangements to meet current needs.
The renovation, completed in October 1997, was designed and directed by architects Peter van Dijk and Associates.

This building is significant for its architecture, for its history as an important building in the college's first major expansion, and as an important part of student
life history.   Peters Hall was listed by the City of Oberlin as an Oberlin City Landmark in September of 1975.  It was listed on the National Register as part of
the Oberlin College thematic nomination in 1978.
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51. Condition of Property

Date

Excellent                                         Ruin

Good/Fair                                       Destroyed/Burned

Deteriorated
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