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Oberlin

189 South Professor Street

No academic style - vernacular

c. 1908-1910

Unknown

Unknown

Unknown

American Foursquare

Single Dwelling

Multiple Dwelling, Rooming House

.38

No

Sandstone

Brick Bearing

Truncated Hip
Steep
Slate, Imbricated

3

2

1st �: Brick, Stretcher or Running Bond,
2nd �: Wood, Clapboard or
Weatherboard

Square

Unaltered

1 over 1

O� Center Within Roof Surface, and
Lateral Wall, Interior

No

approx. 40’

O.H.I.O.  and H.P.C.

12/16/2002

40 x 45

O.H.I.O. Resource Center: Oberlin City Directories. Lorain County Courthouse, Auditor Property Records, 2001.
Internet. http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml .  Oberlin Historic Preservation Commission Files. O.H.I.O.
Resource Center Files. Sanborn �re insurance maps. Pat Holsworth, Oberlin Pioneer Database. Oberlin College
Yearbooks, O.H.I.O. Resource Center. Wilbur Phillips, Oberlin Colony: The Story of a Century , 1933.  Nat Brandt,
The Town That Started the Civil War , 1990.

41b.Frontage on road 99 ft.

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (see #52)

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features

43. History and Signi�cance

This American Foursquare house is well-adorned with Neo-Classical elements. A large porch supported by square
brick columns covers the �rst �oor of the façade, and a large circular portion of the porch wraps around from the
west to the north side. The porch roof has a pediment with carved festoons on its face. The front door is slightly
o�-center in the façade. All �rst-�oor doors and windows have large rock-faced lintels and lug sills, and the north
side of the house has an octagonal bay window on the �rst �oor. There is a small rectangular projection from the
back of the house. The roof has a dormer on each side: the front and two sides have hipped dormers; the back
dormer has a shed roof.

The Matthew and Irene Dick family had lived next door at 195 S. Professor, but between 1908 and 1910, they
moved into the house that currently stands at 189 S. Professor, around the time it was �rst built (City Directories).
Matthew G. Dick was a grocer, but also served as a city councilman, and as mayor of Oberlin in 1903-1904,
replacing Alfred Fauver, who had died in o�ce (Phillips). It appears that by 1916 he had left the house to two of his
children: Miss Mary Irene Dick, a Teacher of Physical Training at Oberlin College, and Eugene G. Dick, a Post
O�ce clerk who went on to become Oberlin' s  (cont.)

The house sits on a hill above street level. It has a driveway that opens to Morgan Street, and a small garage on the
east side of the house.
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued from page 1)

43. History and Significance (Continued from page 1.)
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52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies

Barn Type(s)

53. Affiliated OAI Site Number(s)

Archaeological Feature: Observed Expected on Basis of
  Archival Research

Well

Privy

Cistern

Foundation

Structural Rubble

Formal Trash Dump

Other

54. Farmstead Plan

Postmaster in 1923 (Blodgett, Directories, Phillips). By 1956, the house was occupied by R. L. A. Clark, and in 1961, by Mrs. Hettie L. Clark (City Directories).
The house sits on the former site of carpenter John Copeland, Jr.'s house (Brandt). Copeland took part in the Oberlin-Wellington Rescue of 1858 and then
accompanied John Brown to Harpers Ferry (and, subsequently, the gallows) in 1859.

OAI Completed?

51. Condition of Property

Date

Excellent                                         Ruin

Good/Fair                                       Destroyed/Burned

Deteriorated

X

φ

 Corn Crib or Shed

Smoke House 

Designed Landscape
Features

Summer Kitchen 

Spring House

Privy 

Silo 

Ice House

Garage


