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1.No. LOR-1784-21 2.County Lorain 4. Present Name(s) 6;
3. Location of Negatives (Q.H.l.O. Resource Cen 39
R
Roll No. Picture No.(s) 5. Historic or Other Name(s) N
12 23,24 Geiser House
6. Specific Address or Location 16. Thematic Associations: 28. No. of Stories —N
337 Reamer Place College, Governmental Administration, German Two story g'g
17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s) 29.Basement? Yes SE’

6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number
0900-084-109-036

7. City or Village
Oberlin

If Rural, Township & Vicinity

30. Foundation Material
Poured concrete

c. 1916
18. Style or Design High Style
Colonial Revival, Elements

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

Elrn 5t.

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)
Mediterranean

31. Wall Construction

Balloon frame/western frame/pla

19. Architect or Engineer

32.Roof Type Gable with side gab

Roof Material Roman tile (pantile)

|-I_—||:| O |:||:| EF:DD |:| D[ 33.No.of Bays 5
§ 19a. Design Sources Side Bays 2
0o .| |:| g N 34.. Exterior Wall Material(s)
] a| [ i 20. Contractor or Builder Brick
O Oo[
Rearner Place Dok St 35. Plan Shape L-shaped
21.Building T Pl
1 1M1 . 1 |:| |:|| ; ul mg ypeorFian 3E6.C|hanges Addition Yes
our-over-Four ini
(Explain in #42) Altered
9. U.T.M. Reference 22. Original Use, if apparent Moved
Quadrangle Name:  Oberlin Single Dwelling, , ,
17 397052 4571375 23. Present Use 37. Window Type(s)
. . 9 9,
Zone Easting Northing Single Dwelling, , over

10. Classification: Building

24.Ownership Private

38. Building Dimensions
38x52

11. On National Register?

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist?

25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

39. Endangered?
By What?

15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

26. Property Acreage 27

40. Chimney Placement
Multiple random

27. Other Surveys

41. Distance from & Frontage on Road
Approx. 40'

(S)aweN dLOISIH 10 1Uasald b

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

This house is a good example of a Colonial Revival Four over Four with Mediterranean influences. The majority is Colonial Revival, but the
Mediterranean elements are seen in the stucco rear addition and its tile roof. The main facade contains a portico at the center with a pediment and
Tuscan columns, which is flanked by two nine-over-nine windows with shutters. The entry contains a louvered door with eight lights in each

sidelight. The pediment continued...

43. History and Significance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

This house was built in 1919 for Prof. Karl F. and Florence Geiser, and their daughter Gretchen (Oberlin News, City Directory). Karl was the first
appointed professor of Political Science and the first chairmen of the Political Science Department at Oberlin College in 1907 (Archives). His
students knew him as a good teacher, 'he was instrumental in beginning the city manager form of government in Oberlin in 1923 and was elected

to the first Council under that system (1926-1931),' (Archives). In continued...

44, Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

The house has an in-ground pool in the backyard. The house is well-maintained, as are the surrounding homes on this residential street.

45. Sources of Information

'Karl F. Geiser, Reamer Place,' 'Oberlin News,' 29 October 1919: 5.; 'Karl Frederick Geiser Biography,' Oberlin College Archives: Finding Guides,
Internet, http://www.oberlin.edu/archive/holdings/finding/RG30/5G241/biography.html, Accessed 2003.; Blodgett, Geoffrey, 'Oberlin Architecture,

College continued...

46. Prepared By: Petersen, T Reeves, M Surovy

47.Organization: O.H.L.O.

48. Date Recorded: 08/19/2003
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1.No. LOR-1784-21 |2 County Lorain 4. Present Name(s) 6;

3. Location of Negatives  O,H.|.0. Resource Cen ’-:UI-O
©
X

Roll No. Picture No.(s) 5. Historic or Other Name(s) N

12 23,24 Geiser House

51. Condition of Property: Excellent 54. Farmstead Plan

52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies

53. Affiliated OAI Site Numbers

Door Selection: Single centered

Door Position:  Flush

Orientation: Lateral axis
Symmetry: Repetition of bay arrangement
FOR OHPO USE:

49. Revised By:

50a. Date Revised:

50b. Reviewed by:

RPR Number:

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)

of the portico has modillions and dentil molding. Five nine-over-nine windows with shutters are in the second story. Modillions and dentil molding run
below the roof. The west elevation contains an exterior chimney that runs through the center of the gable, which is flanked by nine-over-nine windows
at the first and second stories and by small, arched windows in the gable. The gable features cornice returns. The Mediterranean-style addition at the
rear has an exterior brick chimney, stucco finish, arched windows, modillions, dentil molding, and a flat roof with a porch atop it. The east elevation

has two nine-over-nine windows with shutters in the first and second stories. Modillions run below the roof and the gable has an arched window in the
center. This elevation features the same Mediterranean addition as the west elevation.

43. History and Significance (Con't)

spite of his accomplishments, Karl was a very controversial figure in Oberlin during the World Wars. The son of German immigrants, Karl supported
his German background; he supported Germany during WWI, and even supported Adolph Hitler during WWIL." In 1934, when Hitler awarded him
[Geiser] the Order of the German Eagle, 1st degree, local anti-Geiser feelings naturally grew in Oberlin' (Archives). The award caused such uproar at
the college that Karl was forced to retire (Archives). However, Karl and his wife Florence continued to reside in Oberlin. Karl died in 1950, and
Florence remained in the house through 1961, and probably until her death in 1969 (Westwood, City Directory). Carl Chaney, a retired gentleman,
lived here in 1970 (City Directory).

44, Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

45, Sources (Con't)

and Town: A Guide to Social History," Oberlin College, 1985.; City Directories, O.H.l.O Resource Center.; Holsworth, Pat, Oberlin Pioneer
Database.; Lorain County Court House, Auditor Property Record, Internet, http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml, Accessed 2003.;
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.; Gordon, Stephen C.,' How to Complete the Ohio Historic Inventory,' Ohio Historical Society, Columbus, 1992.;
McAlester, Virginia and Lee,' A Field Guide to American Houses,' Alfred K. Knopf Inc., New York, 2000.;' Alumni Register: Graduates and Former
Students, Teaching and Administrative Staff, (1833-1960),' Oberlin College, 1961.
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