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1.No. LOR-1866-21 |2.County Lorain 4. Present Name(s) 5;
25

3. Location of Negatives (Q.H.I.O. é

o)

i N

Roll No. Picture No.(s) 5. Historic or Other Name(s) N

8 7,8 Ellis House

6. Specific Address or Location 16. Thematic Associations: 28. No. of Stories o
128 Shipherd Circle College, African American, Music One story g I~
—_c
17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s) 29. Basement? Yes 33

6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number
0900087105017

7. City or Village If Rural, Township & Vicinity

Oberlin

30. Foundation Material
Brick bearing

1956
18. Style or Design High Style
Modern Movements, Elements

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)

31. Wall Construction
Balloon frame/western frame/pla

19. Architect or Engineer

32.Roof Type Flat
Roof Material Asphalt shingle

19a. Design Sources

33.No.of Bays 2
Side Bays not visible

20. Contractor or Builder

34. Exterior Wall Material(s)
Running Stretcher bond

35. Plan Shape Square

21. Building Type or Plan
Ranch

9. U.T.M. Reference

Quadrangle Name:  Oberlin
17 399140 4571554
Zone Easting Northing

22. Original Use, if apparent
Single Dwelling, , ,

23. Present Use
Single Dwelling, ,

10. Classification:

24.Ownership Private

36. Changes Addition

(Explain in #42) Altered
Moved

37. Window Type(s)

Other,

38. Building Dimensions

88' x 45'

11. On National Register?

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist?

25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

39. Endangered?
By What?

15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

26. Property Acreage 35

40. Chimney Placement

Corner

27. Other Surveys

41. Distance from & Frontage on Road
Dist: 50' & Frontage: 64"

(S)oWeN 210ISIH 10 1USsaId i

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

This one story contemporary house containing a flat roof appears to be in the ranch style. The short front elevation features five windows, which are
either fixed windows or awning windows, stacked like one-over-one windows. The windows are butted together as they form a band of windows that

have a continuous sill below them. The house and garage roofs connect forming a breezeway as the house and two-car garage are not directly

attached to each continued...

43. History and Significance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

This neighborhood, the Shipherd Circle development (also known as College Park), was created to help meet the need for attracti ve housing to
entice & retain quality faculty following WWII. The College was also eager to promote its new development as a racially integrated neighborhood.
'The college acquired a large tract of land on the eastern edge of the town south of East College Street, the acreage long know n as Caskey farm,

once owned by William Caskey, who taught oratory at the college from continued...

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

The house is located in the Shipherd Circle neighborhood and it is the fourteenth house on the right side of the street. The house is in excellent
condition and other well-maintained houses surround it.

45, Sources of Information

Blodgett, Geoffrey, 'Oberlin Architecture, College and Town: A Guide to Social History,' Oberlin College, 1985.; City Directories, O.H.l.O Resource
Center.; Lorain County Court House, Auditor Property Record, Internet, http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml, Accessed 2004.;

Mathematicians continued...

46. Prepared By: Clark, Surovy, Tomazic, Tuohy

47. Organization: O.H.l.O./Oberlin Heritage Center

48. Date Recorded: 08/02/2004
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1.No. LOR-1866-21 | 2. County Lorain 4. Present Name(s) 5;
°
3. Location of Negatives Q.H.l.O. f
=23
i (=2}
Roll No. Picture No.(s) 5. Historic or Other Name(s) g
8 7.8 Ellis House =
51. Condition of Property: Excellent 54. Farmstead Plan

52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies

53. Affiliated OAI Site Numbers

Door Selection: Other

Door Position: Unknown

Orientation: Lateral axis
Symmetry: Bilateral asymmetry
FOR OHPO USE:

49. Revised By:
50a. Date Revised:

50b. Reviewed by:

RPR Number:

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)

other. A skylight is situated in the breezeway over the side entrance into the house as there is no front door. Bricks in a stretcher bond pattern
accent the bottom half of the front elevation, while a small section of unknown material is located between the windows. The brick pattern extends the
whole face of the garage, so it can be assumed that a brick veneer covers most of the house. Exposed beams situated under the eaves of the roof
appear to be located on both the house and the garage. The house appears to have a brick foundation. According to the Lorain County Auditor's
property card, the house has a basement and a wood deck. A large stone chimney appears to be located in the southeast corner of the roof.

43. History and Significance (Con't)

1898 to 1919." The first houses were built in 1950 (Blodgett 213, Lothrop). The Lorain County Auditor's Property Card indicates that this house was
built in 1956. The first resident were Wade & Agatha C Ellis & their children Wade Jr & William (1957 OC Yearbook). The Ellis family was also the
first African American family to move into the College Park development (Lothrop). Wade was only the tenth African American to earn a PhD in
Mathematics in the United States & the first African-American professor to teach at OC, where he was a professor from 1948 to 1967
(Mathematicians, OC Archives). Wade was also a member of the Oberlin City Council (Lothrop). Both of his sons graduated from OC: Wade Jr went
on to become a college mathematics instructor in California & William became a professor of political science & was at one time was director of
research at Howard University (Alumni Directory). The Ellis' left after the 1967 school year (Alumni Directory, Mathematicians). The next known
residents, Harold O & Clara Stern & their three children, lived here around 1969-1970 while Harold was teaching at OC (City Directory). The next

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

45. Sources (Con't)

of the African Diaspora, The Mathematics Department of the State University of New York at Buffalo, Internet,
http://www.math.buffalo.edu/mad/PEEPS/ellis_wade.html, Accessed 2004.; Oberlin College Archives, William E Stevenson, Internet,
http://www.oberlin.edu/archive/holdings/finding/RG2/SG8/biography.html, Accessed 2004.; Oberlin Conservatory of Music, Faculty Profiles: Lawrence
McDonald, Internet, http://www.oberlin.edu/con/faculty/mcdonald_lawrence.html , Accessed 2004.; Oberlin Conservatory of Music, Faculty Profiles:
Marilyn McDonald, Internet, http://www.oberlin.edu/con/faculty/mcdonald_marilyn.html, Accessed 2004.; 'How to Complete the Ohio Historic
Inventory," Ohio Historical Society, Columbus, 1992.; McAlester, Virginia and Lee, 'A Field Guide to American Houses,' Alfred K. Knopf Inc., New
York. 2000.: Lothrop. Richard.: Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.: Gordon. Stephen C.
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