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LOR-1876-211. No. Lorain2. County 4. Present Name(s)

5. Historic or Other Name(s)

Quinn-Schafer House

3. Location of Negatives O.H.I.O.

LO
R-1876-21

1. N
o.

Roll No. Picture No.(s)

3 22,23

52 Union Street

6. Speci�c Address or Location

0900075109015

6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

Oberlin

7. City or Village If Rural, Township & Vicinity

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

9. U.T.M. Reference

 Quadrangle Name: Oberlin

17  397953 4572604

Zone Easting Northing

10. Classi�cation: Building

11. On National Register?

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist?

15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

16. Thematic Associations:

African American, West Virginia, South Carolina

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)

c. 1894

18. Style or Design High Style

ElementsNo academic style - Vernacular,

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)
Queen Anne
19. Architect or Engineer

19a. Design Sources

20. Contractor or Builder

21. Building Type or Plan

Upright and Wing

22. Original Use, if apparent

Single Dwelling, , ,

23. Present Use

Single Dwelling, ,

24. Ownership Private

25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

26. Property Acreage unknown

27. Other Surveys

28. No. of Stories

Two story

29. Basement? Yes

30. Foundation Material
Stone bearing

31. Wall Construction

Balloon frame/western frame/pla

32. Roof Type 

Roof Material

Cross gable

Asphalt shingle

33. No. of Bays 2

34. Exterior Wall Material(s)
Clapboard or weatherboard

35. Plan Shape Rectangular

36. Changes
(Explain in #42)

Yes
Yes

37. Window Type(s)
1 over 1, Stained glass/painted
38. Building Dimensions

39. Endangered?
By What?

40. Chimney Placement

Center

41. Distance from & Frontage on Road
Dist: 15' & Frontage: unknown

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

43. History and Signi�cance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

46. Prepared By: Clark, Surovy, Tomazic, Tuohy O.H.I.O./Oberlin Heritage Center47. Organization: 48. Date Recorded: 08/02/2004

45. Sources of Information

52 U
nion Street
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istoric N

am
e(s)

6. Speci�c A
ddress or Location

unknown

 Addition
 Altered
Moved

3Side Bays

This two-story vernacular house contains elements of the Shingle style and is situated as an upright and wing. It has a steep, cross-gabled roof. 
Shingled wall treatments are apparent as most of the house is covered with horizontal wood siding. The gabled porch area under the roo�ine 
contains shaped wood shingles, which create an undulating pattern. The �oor plan is rectangular even though there appears to h ave been a two- 
story addition added  continued...

This house was built sometime around 1894, as that is when the city directories �rst list it, with E. R. Parsons as its reside nt. The next year, the 
directories list F. J. King (listed elsewhere as Frank Y. King) living here with his daughter Mary Elizabeth. The city directories then show a string of 
short term residents including: Mrs. A. F. Miller (1897);  Mrs. Serena Van Benschoten and her daughters Linna and Marie (both Oberlin College 
students; 1899); Nathan H. Whitney, a farmer, his wife  continued...

Bigglestone, William, They Stopped in Oberlin, Arizona: Innovation Group Inc., 1981.; City Directories, O.H.I.O. Resource Center.; Gordon, 
Stephen C, 'How to Complete the Ohio Historic Inventory,' Ohio Historical Society, Columbus, 1992.; Holsworth, Pat, Oberlin Pio neer Database.; 
Lorain County  continued...

The house is the second house from the corner of Union St. and N. Professor St.; it is on the north side of the street. The house appears to be in a 
state of disrepair with peeling paint and siding falling o�. There is no garage on the property. However, it seems that a back porch was once 
attempted. This home is surrounded by other houses is good condition.
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51. Condition of Property: Deteriorated 54. Farmstead Plan

52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies

53. Affiliated OAI Site Numbers

Single off center

Recessed

Gable with two story same height

Bilateral asymmetry

Door Selection:

Door Position:

Orientation:

Symmetry:

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)

43. History and Significance (Con't)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

45. Sources (Con't)

49. Revised By:

50a. Date Revised:

50b. Reviewed by:

FOR OHPO USE:

RPR Number:

 onto the rear of the house. Three wood posts support the front porch that extends the full-width of the house and is entered from the left side by 
stone steps. Also, wood railings run along the top and bottom of the porch. Underneath the porch, vinyl siding wraps around the lower portion acting 
as a cover. A wood, four-paneled door is located slightly off center. Next to the door, three stained glass windows are positioned under the roofline. 
The window at the left is double hung, however the top sash contains stained glass. A chimney is located in the center of the gable that runs east 
west. A gabled portion projects out slightly on the west elevation and contains a chimney located in the center of the gable. Another entrance can be 
accessed from the east elevation. Both the east and west elevation contain several one-over-one double hung windows in a variety of layouts.

 Henrietta, and their daughter Madge, a clerk at Preston Dry Goods Co. (1902-1904). About 1907, an African American brick layer named George W. 
Quinn moved into this house with his wife Minne and their daughter Juanita (City Directories, Holsworth). George had immigrated to Ohio from New 
Berlin, North Carolina with his father and mother (both born free) and siblings (Bigglestone, 170). Minnie immigrated to Ohio from West Virginia. In 
1921, daughter Juanita (an Oberlin High graduate) married Leon Evans. In 1932, George Quinn died (buried in Westwood Cemetery). Minnie Quinn 
remained here until 1939. It is unclear where she went after that, but she died (also buried in Westwood) in 1943 (Holsworth). In 1941, Jack Schafer 
(also known as John Schafer), a factory worker in Lorain, and his wife Mary L., a teacher, moved into this house. Sometime later (circa 1961), Jack 
became a painter (City Directories).

 Court House, Auditor Property Record, Internet, http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml, Accessed 2004.; McAlester, Virginia and Lee, 'A 
Field Guide to American Houses,' Alfred K. Knopf Inc., New York, 2000.; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.
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