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1.No. LOR-01996-21 4. Present Name(s) Rental Property g

S
2.County  Lorain 5. Historic or Other Name(s) ~ Craig House §

6. Specific Address or Location 19a. Design Sources 35. Plan Shape g o

29 E Vine St Rectangular 3 A

- =)
20. Contractor or Builder 36. Changes associated with 17/17b Dates: |5 §
- 3T Building T Pl 17. Original/Most significant construct =<
6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number °t~h ulH mng y$e or Flan
er House e
900086103011 — yp 17b. substantial alteration/addition
22. Original Use, if apparent
: ; Multiple Dwelling
7. City or Village Single Dwelling 37. Window Type(s) -
Oberlin 1 over 1 X -
(]

9. U.T.M. Reference 23. Present Use 6 over 6, - - 3 %
Quadrangle Name: Oberlin Single Dwelling ;f)' ])B(u:;lodlmg Dimensions L i»

17 398127 4571295 2 =

. . 9 =

Zone Easting Northing 24 Ownership _ Private 39. Endangered? NO S z

- - By What? o =
25. Owner's Name & Address, if known 3 °
10. Classification: Building < Z
11. On National Register? NO /(_51,\
40. Chimney Placement =z
13. Part of Established Hist. Dist? _NO 26. Property Acreage __0.31 acres No chimnev observed
15. Other Designation (NR or Local) 27. Other Surveys 41. Distance from & Frontage on Road
30
28. No. of Stories 51. Condition of Property:

16. Thematic Associations: Two story Gooc.ilFa.l r — -

African American 29 Basement?  Yes 52. Historic Outbuildings & Dependencies

Civil War 30. Foundation Material Structure Type

Stone bearing

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s) 31. Wall Construction

c. 1890 c. 1904-1911 Balloon/western/platform frame Date
18. Style Class and Design

No academic style - Vernacular 32. Roof Type Associated Activi
Element Greek Revival Gable . ssoctated Activity
Roof Material
18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s) Asphalt shingle
| 33.No. of Bays 2 Side Bays 3 53. Affiliated Inventory Numbers
19. Architect or Engineer 34. Exterior Wall Material(s) Historic (OHD)
Wood shingle Archaeological (OAI)

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary) N
This Greek Revival Side Hallway house maintains its original shape and features despite the later addition of a Queen Anne porch. There ©o
are two primary bays in this elevation, the one at left composed of vertically aligned windows, 1/1 double hung on the first story and 6/6 m
double hung on the second story, and the one at right composed of a 6/6 double hung window in the second story above the door. The <
roofline features cornice returns visible on this elevation, which give the house its Greek Revival appearance. The first story of the north ?D
elevation and the front half of the west elevation is covered by a wraparound porch, an historic (but not original) addition dating from w

-

between 1904 and 1911. The porch has a wooden floor and steps, located in the center of the porch, directly in front of the door, with a
wooden handrail. Wooden horizontal slats fill the space between the ground and the porch floor and, after a small gap, create the porch's
railing. The hipped porch roof is supported by Tuscan columns, sitting on stone piers, at the corners, on both sides of the steps, and in
two places in the middle of the west elevation of the porch. Above the stairs, continued...

43. History and Significance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

This house was built between 1883 and 1890, the year the first known residents were listed in the city directory. James Craig, an African
American teamster, Mrs. Anna Ward, Mrs. M. Gray, and Henderson Taborn, an African American laborer, his wife Mary Jane and four
children, Henry, Edward, Sarah and Fredeick all shared the house. During 1890 Mary Jane gave birth to another son, Ellis. By 1891 Mrs.
Hattie Williams and her son Edward moved in alongside Mrs. Anna Ward, the other residents having departed. By 1894 Mrs. Annie Ward no
longer lived in the house. The second 1894 directory no longer lists Edward, indicating he may have moved out around this time as well.
Around 1897 Hattie Williams was joined by Miss Grace Long. By 1899 both Hattie and Grace had left and they were replaced by continued...
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44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)
Outbuildings: To the southwest of the house, remains of an old stone foundation are visible. These foundations do not appear to be
attached to the house, and are of unknown age and use. They are most probably part of an old carriage house.

45. Sources of Information
O-High Alumni, Internet, http://www.oberlin-high.org, Accessed January 2007.; City Directories, Oberlin Heritage Center Resource Center.;
Holsworth, Pat, Oberlin Pioneer Database.; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.; Gordon, Stephen C., 'How to Complete the Ohio Historic
Inventory,' Ohio Historical Society, Columbus. 1992.; McAlester, Virginia and Lee. 'A Field Guide to American Houses.' Alfred K. Knopf Inc.
New York. 2000.; 'Alumni Register: Graduates and Former Students, Teaching and Administrative continued...

46. Prepared By: Patricia Murphy 47. Organization: Oberlin Heritage Center 48. Date Recorded: 06/23/2007
49. PIR Reviewer: RLK 50. PIR Review Date:  06/11/2008
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)

projecting from the porch roof, is a decorative simple pediment. Aside from the porch, the west element has only two features, both
windows. One of these is a 1/1 double hung window, located under the porch near its terminus. The other is a one-pane square window,
possibly casement, in the first story just beyond the porch. The east elevation begins with two sets of vertically-aligned 6/6 double hung
windows, which create the first two bays. Behind these, in the first story, is a rectangular window, possibly casement. Basement windows
are visible in the tall foundation.

43. History and Significance (Con't)

Charles Marshall, a former member of the 16th U.S. Colored Infantry during the civil war and now a farmer, and his newlywed wife Rachael J
Marshall, a dressmaker. While Charles entered the marriage having fathered a large number of children, many were grown by the time of the
wedding and it is unclear if any lived in the house. By 1902 the Marshalls had left and Mrs. Susan B. Colbert and Cora B. Colbert, a former
Conservatory student, had moved in. By 1904 the house was occupied by Walter Weiker, a laborer, his wife Agnes, and son Walter Jr. By
1908 newly married African Americans Jeanette C. and Otis D Smith, a painter, lived in the house. The Smiths too only stayed a short time, as
by 1910 Othella A. Roots, a divorced man and paper hanger, lived in the house. By 1916 William Johnson, a house mover resided here.
During the following four years Mr. Johnson moved away and Joe Blakely, a laborer, and the Durhams, Arvilla, a domestic, and Windom and
Chester Durham, her sons, took his place. The Durhams frequently had trouble with the law throughout the first three decades of the 20th
century - Windom and Chester numerous times were arrested, fined and on occasion jailed. In 1926 Chester was murdered by William
Whiteside. By 1929 the home's newest residents, an African American family, moved in, Walter T. Champe, a barber, wife Jessie and their
children, Marguerite J., Glenna Lucille and Walter D., all students. In 1934 Glenna married, but remained at the home. In 1936 Walter D.
married and moved away. Walter T. Champe passed away in 1943 leaving the house to Jessie Champe since all the children had by then
departed. By 1956 Floyd Walter, a tailor from OC, arrived with his wife Lucile G. By 1961 the house was occupied by Mrs. Annabelle S.
Craighead and by 1970, Dorothy Miller. Since 1997 the home has been owned by Frances Gordon Kent who resides in Washington DC.

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

45. Sources (Con't)

Staff, (1833-1960).' Oberlin College, 1961.; Lorain County Court House, Auditor Property Record, Internet,
http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml, Accessed 2007.; 'Files for Divorce,' Oberlin News, 20 January 1909, p. 5, c. 1; 'Shoots
'Mannie' Nelson, arrested,' Oberlin News, 3 July 1906, p. 1, c. 3; '‘Warrant Issued in Shooting,' Oberlin News, 24 September 1907 p. 1, c. 3;
'Escapes from Reformatory, Recaptured,’ Oberlin News, 19 May 1908, p. 1, c. 2; 'Fined $300, Jailed on 2 Indictments,' Oberlin News, 26 April
1916, p. 1, c. 2; 'Died, Shot to Death, Brief Obituary,' Oberlin News, 28 October 1926, p. 1, c. 7;




