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1. No. 2. County 4. Present Name(s)

LOR

3. Location of Negatives O.H.l.O. Resource

[ ]coded

Roll # Exp.#  Facing 5. Historic or OtherName(s)
Rear 1 18 NW Dorsey House; Wack House; Dietz House
Front 4 11a SE
6. Specific Address or Location 17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s) 30. Foundation Material
43 East Vine 1847 Stone

18. Style or Design

High Style |:|

31. Wall Construction

6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number Frame
09-00-086-103-032 18a. Style of Addition or Element(s) Elements @ 32. Roof:
7. City or Village If Rural, Township & Vicinity Greek Revival, ltalianate Type Gable
Oberlin 19. Architect or Engineer l;;[tcth ol gteep ite Shindl
8. Site Plan with North Arrow aten omposite shingle
19a. Design Sources 33. No. Bays Front 4
= Side 2
N . 20. Contractor or Builder 34. Exterior Wall Material(s)
Fe— Yine Aluminum or Vinyl Siding
O Og =
. % 21. Building Type or Plan
= e Other 35. Plan Shape
_ Groveland bl Irregular
—I 22. Original Use, if apparent P
Residential-boardinghouse 36. Changes (Explain in #42)
9 Substantial Alteration
9. U.T.M. Reference  Quadrangle Name 23, Present Use
Zone Easting Northing Residential (rental) 37. Window Type(s)
HlEEEEEEnEEEEEEN ~ Varied
24. Ownershi i ;
p D Public @ Private 38, Bldg. Dims.
10. i Structure > B
|:| Site |:| 25. Owner’s Name & Address, if known 39 Endangered? Yes Explain:
Building |:| Object Loss of integrity
11. On National Register ? 12. N.R. Potential ? 40. Chim.ney Placement
No No No Chimney Observed
13. Part of Estb Hist Dist? 14. Dist. Potential ? 26. Property Acreage .583 41a. Distance from road
No Yes 27. Other Surveys in Which Included 41b.Frontage on road 65 ft.
15. Name of Established District (N.R. or Local)

Dobson-Brown (92)

28. No. of Stories 2

16. Thematic Association(s)

Political/social movements: Abolition & Temperance 29.Basement? Yes

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features

This two-story house has Greek Revival elements including cornice returns and symmetry based around the central
front entrance of the original part of the house. The front porch has dentils along the cornice of the porch roof
supported by turned posts. To the west of the original front facade an addition doubles the house’s size. Two story
Italianate bay windows are stacked in the center of this addition but, it is uncertain the time that the addition was
constructed. The original windows were replaced with windows smaller than the original openings and shutters
have also been added. Also, a one-story addition with a gable roof that extends behind the house appears to be
(cont.)

43. History and Significance

The original main section of the house was built in 1847 (Blodgett). In 1873 the house was occupied by a clerk,
Fred Dorsey and his wife Mrs. S. Dorsey. From 1877 through 1899 Chauncey Wack was listed as resident (City
Directory). Mr. Wack was a noted Oberlin democrat who supported slavery and operated a boarding house on
South Main where the southerners who captured John Price, an escaped slave, stayed during their days in Oberlin
preceding the abduction (Brandt). Mr. Wack' s daughter married Stephen Dorsey in 1865; Mr. Dorsey went to (cont.

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (see #52)

This street is perpendicular to South Main near what was, until the 1940s, a busy commercial and industrial
intersection. Planning mills, lumberyards and other similar businesses were in the area. Today the businesses are
gone; the north side of the street is a public park, bordered on the north by Plum Creek. On the south side of street
the historic 19th century integrity is threatened by alterations.

46. Prepared by
M. Fedelchak-Harley; J. Heaton; L. Previll

47. Organization

O.H.1.O. and H.P.C.

45. Sources of Information

Lorain County Courthouse: Lorain County tax records. Oberlin Public Library: Oberlin City Directories. O.H.I.O.
Resource Center: Oberlin H.P.C. Files; Oberlin City Directories. Blodgett, Geoffrey. Oberlin Architecture College

48. Date Recorded  1.30-2000

49 Revised by

and Town: A Guide to its Social History. Oberlin College, 1985. Oberlin College Library Special Collections:
Oberlin City Directories. Brandt, Nat. The Town That Started The Civil War. Stan Clark Military Books, May 1990.
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51. Condition of Property \ OHIO
54. Farmstead Plan P gI(I)SC’Ii%%I{CAL
D Excellent D Ruin

SINCE 1885

Good/Fair |:| Destroyed/Burned

Deteriorated
Date

52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies

Barn Type(s)

|:| Corn Crib or Shed |:| Summer Kitchen |:| Silo
Smoke House |:| Spring House |:| Ice House
Designed Landscape

i Garage
Features D Privy |:| ¢

53. Affiliated OAI Site Number(s)

OAI Completed?

Archaeological Feature: Observed E,zl;z}iit\ezglolgelsg::rizh()f
Well No No
Privy No No
Cistern No No
Foundation No No
Structural Rubble No No
Formal Trash Dump No No
Other No No

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued from page 1)

a much more recent addition than the one to the west of the house.

43. History and Significance (Continued from page 1.)

to Washington as a U.S. Senator from Arkansas in the 1870s, at which time Mr. Wack moved into this house. Mr. Wack continued to take controversial
positions in Oberlin as he opposed the black franchise and temperance (Blodgett). In 1902 this house was the home of James and John Clark; in 1904, Mrs.
Kate Hallauer, and in 1907 Louis and Mrs. Sarah Goldfarb (City Directory). Then in 1908, Peter Dietz is listed as occupant; he is listed as occupant of the
house through 1961 (City Directory). Peter Dietz was priest for Oberlin' s Catholic parish and a noted spokesman for Catholic trade unionist thought (Blodgett).

Though altered, this house is significant for its association with the town' s leading opponent of abolition and temperance, a man who was the villain in the
Oberlin-Wellington Rescue, and for its association with an important spokesperson of the Catholic Church’s role in labor issues. The house was listed by the
City of Oberlin as an Oberlin Historic Landmark in September of 1975.




