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Oberlin

43 East Vine 1847

Greek Revival, Italianate

Other

Residential-boardinghouse 

Residential (rental)

.583

Dobson-Brown (92)

Stone 

Frame 

Gable 
Steep
Composite Shingle 

4

2

Aluminum or Vinyl Siding

Irregular 

Substantial Alteration 

Varied 

No Chimney Observed

Yes

O.H.I.O.  and H.P.C.

1-30-2000

Lorain County Courthouse: Lorain County tax records.  Oberlin Public Library:  Oberlin City Directories.  O.H.I.O.
Resource Center:  Oberlin H.P.C. Files; Oberlin City Directories.  Blodgett, Geoffrey.  Oberlin Architecture College
and Town: A Guide to its Social History. Oberlin College, 1985.  Oberlin College Library Special Collections:
Oberlin City Directories.  Brandt, Nat. The Town That Started The Civil War.  Stan Clark Military Books, May 1990.

Loss of integrity

41b.Frontage on road 65 ft.

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (see #52)

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features

43. History and Significance

This two-story house has Greek Revival elements including cornice returns and symmetry based around the central
front entrance of the original part of the house.  The front porch has dentils along the cornice of the porch roof
supported by turned posts.  To the west of the original front façade an addition doubles the house’s size. Two story
Italianate bay windows are stacked in the center of this addition but, it is uncertain the time that the addition was
constructed.  The original windows were replaced with windows  smaller than the original openings and shutters
have also been added.  Also, a one-story addition with a gable roof that extends behind the house appears to be
(cont.)

The original main section of the house was built in 1847 (Blodgett).  In 1873 the house was occupied by a clerk,
Fred Dorsey and his wife Mrs. S. Dorsey.  From 1877 through 1899 Chauncey Wack was listed as resident (City
Directory).  Mr. Wack was a noted Oberlin democrat who supported slavery and operated a boarding house on
South Main where the southerners who captured John Price, an escaped slave, stayed during their days in Oberlin
preceding the abduction (Brandt).  Mr. Wack's daughter married Stephen Dorsey in 1865; Mr. Dorsey went to (cont.)

This street is perpendicular to South Main near what was, until the 1940s, a busy commercial and industrial
intersection. Planning mills, lumberyards and other similar businesses were in the area. Today the businesses are
gone; the north side of the street is a public park, bordered on the north by Plum Creek. On the south side of street
the historic 19th century integrity is threatened by alterations.

Political/social movements: Abolition & Temperance
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M. Fedelchak-Harley; J. Heaton; L. Previll
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued from page 1)

43. History and Significance (Continued from page 1.)
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52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies

Barn Type(s)

53. Affiliated OAI Site Number(s)

Archaeological Feature: Observed Expected on Basis of
  Archival Research

Well

Privy

Cistern

Foundation

Structural Rubble

Formal Trash Dump

Other

54. Farmstead Plan

a much more recent addition than the one to the west of the house.

to Washington as a U.S. Senator from Arkansas in the 1870s, at which time Mr. Wack moved into this house.  Mr. Wack continued to take controversial
positions in Oberlin as he opposed the black franchise and temperance (Blodgett).  In 1902 this house was the home of James and John Clark; in 1904, Mrs.
Kate Hallauer, and in 1907 Louis and Mrs. Sarah Goldfarb (City Directory).  Then in 1908, Peter Dietz is listed as occupant; he is listed as occupant of the
house through 1961 (City Directory).  Peter Dietz was priest for Oberlin's Catholic parish and a noted spokesman for Catholic trade unionist thought (Blodgett).

Though altered, this house is significant for its association with the town's leading opponent of abolition and temperance, a man who was the villain in the
Oberlin-Wellington Rescue, and for its association with an important spokesperson of the Catholic Church’s role in labor issues.  The house was listed by the
City of Oberlin as an Oberlin Historic Landmark in September of 1975.
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51. Condition of Property

Date

Excellent                                         Ruin

Good/Fair                                       Destroyed/Burned

Deteriorated
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Smoke House 

Designed Landscape
Features

Summer Kitchen 

Spring House

Privy 

Silo 

Ice House

Garage


