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LOR-1879-211. No. Lorain2. County 4. Present Name(s)

5. Historic or Other Name(s)

Cowdery House

3. Location of Negatives O.H.I.O.

LO
R-1879-21

1. N
o.

Roll No. Picture No.(s)

3 18, 19

184 Woodland Ave.

6. Speci�c Address or Location

0900075105028

6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

Oberlin

7. City or Village If Rural, Township & Vicinity

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

9. U.T.M. Reference

 Quadrangle Name: Oberlin

17  397642 4572397

Zone Easting Northing

10. Classi�cation: Building

11. On National Register?

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist?

15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

16. Thematic Associations:

College, ,

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)

circa 1890 ca. 1990

18. Style or Design High Style

ElementsQueen Anne,

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)

19. Architect or Engineer

19a. Design Sources

20. Contractor or Builder

21. Building Type or Plan

Other House Type

22. Original Use, if apparent

Single Dwelling, , ,

23. Present Use

Single Dwelling, ,

24. Ownership Private

25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

26. Property Acreage .4

27. Other Surveys

28. No. of Stories

Two and a half story

29. Basement? Yes

30. Foundation Material
Stone bearing

31. Wall Construction

Balloon frame/western frame/pla

32. Roof Type 

Roof Material

Cross gable

Slate

33. No. of Bays 2

34. Exterior Wall Material(s)
Aluminum or vinyl siding

35. Plan Shape Rectangular

36. Changes
(Explain in #42)

Yes
Yes

37. Window Type(s)
1 over 1, Other
38. Building Dimensions

39. Endangered?
By What?

40. Chimney Placement

Center

41. Distance from & Frontage on Road
Dist: 35' & Frontage: 65'

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

43. History and Signi�cance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

46. Prepared By: Clark, Surovy, Tomazic, Tuohy O.H.I.O./ Oberlin Heritage Center47. Organization: 48. Date Recorded: 08/02/2004

45. Sources of Information

184 W
oodland A

ve.
Lorain
2. County

4. Present or H
istoric N

am
e(s)

6. Speci�c A
ddress or Location

29' x 49'

 Addition
 Altered
Moved

S: 3Side Bays

This altered Queen Anne has a porch that extends from the right (northeast) corner of the main facade. Turned spindle supports and a turned 
railing at the porch give the house its Queen Anne appearance. The porch has a simple balustrade, square lattice below the porc h, and cement 
steps with a metal railing lead up to the entry, which is in a recessed portion of this elevation. A small, square window to the right of the entry has 
decorative  continued...

This house was built during the 1890's, and the city directories list the �rst residents as John, a farmer, and Betsy Smith and their children Roy B., 
Jessie G., and Florence M. in 1895.  The Smith's lived here until about 1897, and the next listed residents are Carrie M. White (listed as Mrs. A. 
White), and her children Harry and Lucile Maude in 1899. Around 1902, Mrs. A. Lesher lived here as well as the Cowdery family. The Cowderys 
made this their home for nearly sixty years. In 1902, the  continued...

City Directories, O.H.I.O. Resource Center.; College Archives, 'Phi Beta Kappa, Zeta of Ohio Chapter: Administrative History,' Internet,
http://www.oberlin.edu/archive/holdings/�nding/RG19/SG3/S2/SS1/adminhist.html, Accessed 2004.; College Archives, 'Kirke L. and Mary T. 
Cowdery Biography,'  continued...

This house is in good condition and is located on a street with both residential dwellings and college buildings in Oberlin.
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51. Condition of Property: Good/Fair 54. Farmstead Plan

52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies

53. Affiliated OAI Site Numbers

Single off center

Recessed

Gable with two story same height

Bilateral asymmetry

Door Selection:

Door Position:

Orientation:

Symmetry:

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)

43. History and Significance (Con't)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

45. Sources (Con't)

49. Revised By:

50a. Date Revised:

50b. Reviewed by:

FOR OHPO USE:

RPR Number:

 muntins. A one-over-one double hung window is situated to the far right and is set farther back. Above the porch, a second story porch has simplified 
supports and balustrade. The roof curves over the second-story sleeping porch, which shades a one-over-one double hung window at the left and 
another one-over-one window set back to the right of the porch. A cutaway bay is located left of the first story porch. At the first story, a center 
window is double hung with a smaller upper pane than lower pane; the upper sash has decorative muntins in a square pattern. A pair of the 
one-over-one double hung windows is located above the cutaway bay. A small, rectangular window is located in the gable. The north elevation is 
heavily obscured by foliage. The south elevation features a projecting gabled section near the center with pairs of one-over-one double hung windows 
at the first and second stories. A small, rectangular window is located in the attic. A single, one-over-one double hung window is located to the right 
of the gabled section in the second story. The first story clearly once had a window below the previously mentioned window, which has been patched 
with siding. A two-story section left of the gabled portion of the south elevation also may have had a window, which has also been patched with 
siding.

 city directories list Mrs. Dryer L. Cowdery as well as Kirke L. and Mary T. Cowdery. Kirke and Mary had two sons: Lawrence T. and Karl M.. Kirke 
Cowdery, originally from Wisconsin, was a Professor of French, and later Professor Emeritus, at Oberlin College, and Mary, from Mt. Vernon, Ohio, 
was a tutor, and later Assistant Professor Emeritus, in French. Kirke was actively involved in the campus and community, taught for thirty-one years, 
helped to establish Oberlin's chapter of Phi Beta Kappa, and served as a foyer for French troops in WWI, and working for the Red Cross in Oberlin 
during WWII. Mary taught at the both the college and the preparatory school for forty-five years (College Archives). In 1957, Kirke Cowdery died 
leaving Mary, who passed away in 1957. It is likely she stayed at the house until her death (Holsworth). In 1961, the city directories list Howard D., 
director of the City Electric Department, and M. Emma Reichenbach as the residents. In 1970, Thos K., an Assistant Professor at Oberlin College, 
and Bernice Trelogan lived here with their child (City Directories). The College bought the house some time after and owns it today (Property Card).

 Internet, http://www.oberlin.edu/archive/holdings/finding/RG30/SG10/biography.html, Accessed 2004.; Gordon, Stephen C, 'How to Complete the 
Ohio Historic Inventory,' Ohio Historical Society, Columbus, 1992.; Holsworth, Pat, Oberlin Pioneer Database.; Lorain County Court House, Auditor 
Property Record, Internet, http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml, Accessed 2004.; McAlester, Virginia and Lee, 'A Field Guide to American 
Houses,' Alfred K. Knopf Inc., New York, 2000.; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.
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